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Thankfully no one in our congregation has become ill
with COVID-19, but 13% of our members have been
in quarantine. We know some in Marseille and
Geneva who have had the virus but with no severe
repercussions. Unfortunately, the number of cases is
again on the rise. Following strong recommendations
from our governor, in mid-September we advised our
elderly members and those with health issues not to
attend church for now. Pamela and I both fall into the
senior high-risk category, so we are again worshiping
online from home.

Outreach to the Frenchspeaking world

FAMILY

For Pamela a great thing
about this strange year is that
she’s had time to work on
the cookbook she plans to
publish. Her husband sure
isn't complaining!

Like all churches, we’ve been forced to do things
differently and the new technology has helped us
grow. Thanks to our young adults, we broadcast our
Sunday services live on YouTube and we conduct our
classes live via Zoom. On Tuesdays we have opened
the class to Christians and friends far and wide. It’s a
joy to have 40-50 participants from France, Belgium,
Guadeloupe, Madagascar, Mauritius Island, New
Caledonia and the U.S. The topic may have piqued
interest because, after consulting with our young
adults, we chose to study God’s view of sexuality.

Pamela's fall recipes

What are some things
you got to do the last few
months, with more free time
and less socialization? For
the French, cooking was
number one on the list. Time
in the kitchen didn’t really
change in our home, but we
did
have
more
time
for gardening & observing
nature in our own backyard.
Last summer we had a record
crop of tomatoes! Before
Covid cases started climbing
again in September, we had a
few friends over but stayed
outside and a safe 6 feet from
each other.

Brainstorming with young adult church leaders

Arlin's sunflowers, corn, beans,
tomatoes, strawberries

------2020 record tomato harvest

Our first dinner guests after 5 months

BEYOND LYON
One blessing of Covid: Church leaders from most of
the French-speaking churches of Christ meet
regularly via teleconferencing to work on unity
between congregations. Another advantage is the
variety of virtual events that have promoted unity in
the universal church community. Pamela & I even
sang with a virtual chorus based in Marseille. The
downside is that a number of events had to be
canceled, just like everywhere else in the world. We
do miss “real” fellowship. But don’t we all?!

Female black redstart

------House martins over our yard

Here’s the 23rd Psalm sung by Chœur à cœurs:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuDf2lNhjJA

CORONAVIRUS in FRANCE
How is our country dealing with the pandemic? It is
highly recommended to avoid private gatherings other
than immediate family. In major cities wearing a mask

is mandatory in enclosed public spaces and outside
($160 fine for non-compliance). Sports events are
limited to 1000 spectators, and public gatherings to 10
people. The exception is Sunday worship with
everyone masked inside and out, and church leaders
are held liable if sanitary measures aren’t
followed. These strict measures are no fun, but
France has had 1/3 less deaths per capita than the
United States.

After two foot surgeries in
2018 and 2019, I am thrilled
to announce that finally my
foot is normal again. This
summer I was able to test it
on four hikes, and everything
went fine with no pain. I am
so thankful!

Arlin happily hiking

Pamela recently wrote: “I am
learning to be thankful no
matter what. Sure, I deeply
miss my family. But if I am
trying my best to follow the
Lord’s calling, I have to
believe that I’m in the right
place at the right time. ‘Who
knows but that you have
come here for such a time as
this?’ (Esther 1)”

Masks in Lyon

Last month National Geographic observed that we
are “trying to digest coronavirus death tolls amid a sea
of other worries, including economic uncertainty, civil
unrest, wildfires and hurricanes, geopolitical strife,
election tensions, and unprecedented shifts in how we
work, shop, socialize, and educate our children.”
Their September 29 article continued: “While the
COVID-19 death toll is high, most people haven’t yet
experienced the loss of a loved one, and that makes a
big and grave number feel more remote… The best
way to avoid compassion fatigue is to think of
individuals with faces, names, and families… One
healthy coping mechanism is to use personal
connections to motivate positive change. ‘Maybe you
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An important part of our life is
gone. We want to give
homage to Faye DOWDY,
who passed away August 22.
Mama Faye & Papa Ike
babysat for Daniel & Nathan
when they were little, and
they ended up “adopting” our
whole family. We are eternally
grateful for their love and we
miss them terribly.

Papa Ike & Mama Faye, 1989

FRIENDS
Many of you have asked to
be “friends” on Facebook.
Here’s the best way to keep
in touch with us on FB:
“Hendrix Mission”. There we
regularly post news and
videos. Just another way to
encourage others in their
faith!
facebook.com/HendrixMission

witness a mask debate and you tell people, I heard
that Jane’s brother died. Do you see that a million
people also died? Maybe you could cover your nose.’”
So how are we Christians handling all this? How can
we help people through this? How can I be a blessing
to others today? If I’m not seeing opportunities to
share the Good News, am I praying specifically every
day for open doors?

Contributions can be sent to:
White Station Church of Christ
Attn: Hendrix Mission Fund
1106 Colonial Road
Memphis, TN 38117
Contact: Jack Bond,
Phone 901-550-1585,
jackhbond007@gmail.com
Missions elder:
Richie Lynn,
Phone 901-606-5999,
RBALynn@gmail.com
If you ever want to make a contribution,
be sure to write "Hendrix Mission" on the memo line.

Prayers
- That this pandemic will end
so we can again see family
and find face to face
fellowship
- That our Zoom classes
bless many in Lyon and
beyond
- That our efforts toward
church unity continue to bear
fruit to God’s glory
- For wisdom for our nations’

September peonies at the Hendrixes'

leaders
- That we may live peaceful
and quiet lives (2 Timothy 1)
- May I be a blessing to at
least one person every single
day
- To learn to be thankful no
matter what

“For God has not given us
a spirit of fear or timidity,
but of power, love and selfdiscipline." (2 Timothy 1:7)
1 - Power: energy especially
in the face of difficulty.
2 - Love for each other.
3 - Self-control to take
responsibility, each one of us,
to save lives.
We’re in the right place at
the right time. What can we
do to help those less
fortunate than we?

God's majesty and love writ large and small:
Sunset from our front yard and a very pregnant praying mantis
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